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cooperation during the screening phase, or inaccurately responded to the questions about age-eligible
children. Although a response rate in this range is not atypical of telephone surveys, nonresponse rates tend to
run 18 Also, while higher for telephone interviewing than for personal visitation. overall response rates varied
tremendously across states and urban areas, nonresponse to particular questions ranged as high as 26 percent.
When combined, these factors sometimes reduce to below 50 percent the e ective response rates for key
questions ( for example, how many times has your child received a polio vaccine ), raising concerns about the
accuracy of resulting estimates. Household Respondents Have The potential to use household surveys for the
collection of childhood Di iculty Providing Accurate immunization data is limited by the accuracy with which
household 19 Data respondents can supply information on childrens immunization status. CDC NIS Data
available to before the initiation of the, including a report commissioned by the agency in 1975 to review the
United States Immunization Survey, questioned the assumption that parents could 20 NIS accurately recall
immunization history. Even as the was initiated in NCHS had a study in progress to assess the accuracy of
responses to 1994, 21 the immunization supplement of the NHIS. It is well documented that 18 See, for example,
NCHS, An Experimental Comparison of Telephone and Personal Health Interview Surveys, Data Evaluation and
Methods Research, Series 2, No. 106 ( Washington, D. C. : U. S. Government Printing O ice, August 1987 ). 19 See,
for example, K. P....
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