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Macaulay once said in parliament: Illustrious forever in history were the founders of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts; though their love of freedom of conscience was illimitable and indestructible they could see
nothing servile or degrading in the principle that the State should take upon itself the charge of the education
of the people. In the year 1642 they passed their first legislative enactment on this subject, in the preamble of
which they distinctly pledged themselves to this principle, that education was a matter of the deepest possible
importance and the greatest possible interest to all nations and to all communities, and that as such it was, in
an eminent degree, deserving of the peculiar attention of the State. [Speech on Government Plan of Education,
April 19, 1847.] Ordinance or 1642. At a session of the General Court of the colony of Massachusetts Bay in New
England commenced on the 14th of June, 1642, the court, taking into consideration the great neglect in many
parents and masters in training up their children in learning, ordered and decreed: - That in every town the
chosen men appointed for managing the prudential affairs of the same shall henceforth stand charged with
the care of the redress of this evil; and for this end they shall have power to take account from time to time of
their parents and masters, and of their children, concerning their calling and employment of their children,
especially of their ability to read and understand the principles of religion and the capital...
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