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indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .that we summarize the whole below. 2. Mr. Biddle solved the Question as
follows: --The odds against intersection of any two random chords are 2 to 1; for 2 f x (l-x) dx =, whilst f (l-xf + x1
dx =. And it is easy to Jo.Jo. see that the several probabilities required are given by the successive terms in the
expansion of ( + J) -1 , where n = the number of chords concerned; in the present case, ( + J)6. 3. Mr. Fortey
having seen the solution by Mr. Biddle, remarks that his own solution gives diLerent results, even when there
are only 3 random chords; hence, confining his demonstration to that case, he leaves mathematicians to decide
which is right. He gives, as his definition, that a random chord is the join of two random points on the
circumference. Take 6 random points. These can be joined by 15 sets of 3 random chords, all of which sets are
equally probable. These 15 sets are included in 5 types figured below, and the number of sets derived from each
type by cyclical permutation is indicated on each diagram. Therefore, if I be the chance of n intersections, we
have T--2 + 3 x T 2 T--T--i 2o iv---.M--T, H--T, xa--Tt see also paragraph 7 of Solution of Question 3631). Similarly
he finds for 4 random chords lo = T5, . I = 2 = 1T, I3 = sT, 4 = A, 5--TTjT,...
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