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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Pearl: An Interpretation When we study the
poetry of the Middle Ages, especially the religious verse, without taking into account the vital teachings of the
Eucharist., we are doing violence to the age - we are taking both color and fragrance from the flower. Men
based their hopes of heaven upon the Eucharist; they found therein the full and perfect revelation of Deity; they
looked to it as the key of heaven; they found therein union with their own loved ones who were dead; they
experienced there through day by day a personal relationship with the Incarnate God; they built their churches
as a setting for the great drama of love enacted within; they developed their art to do honor to that great
Mystery which was the sacred heart of the Middle Ages. At once we think of the great tributes to the Eucharist:
the sublime Mass of Corpus Christi prepared by St. Thomas Aquinas, with its marvelous hymns; the Opus Majus
of Roger Bacon which is brought to a climax by an argument for the sacrament of the altar as containing in
itself the highest good - (1) that is, the union of God with man; the Legend of the Holy Grail; (2) and the Ghent
Altar - the adoration of the Lamb, by the brothers Van Eyck. To this goodly fellowship I am convinced that we
should add the fourteenth-century poem of The Pearl. The student of the symbolism of The Pearl has two
scholars above others to thank for collecting materials which are indispensable to the task of interpretation. I
mean Dr. Charles G. Osgood in the Introduction and Notes to...
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